
Cranbrook History Centre 

Field Trips For Grades K-12 

Thank you for considering the Cranbrook History Centre for your class 

field trip. Please find enclosed our school program package. We look    

forward to providing a fun and educational experience for you and your 

students.  

 

57 Van Horne Street South 

P.O. Box 400,  Cranbrook B.C.   V1C 4H9 

T: 250-489-3918 

info@cranbrookhistorycentre.com 

cranbrookhistorycentre.com 
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Creating A Community of Life Long Learners 
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The Cranbrook History Centre offers curriculum based activities for grades K to 7 (8 to 12 

at request) set in the Cranbrook Museum, as well as a walking tour through our most   

popular set of train cars: the 1929 Trans Canada Limited.  

 

For $2.50/student we offer a one and a half hour visit comprised of a tour of the Trans 

Canada and a curriculum based scavenger hunt. The details of the tour and activities have 

been included in this information package. For an extra $0.50/student, your class can bring 

their lunch and eat it in our dining car (max 30 students). 

 

Features of the museum include the historic Royal Alexandra Hall (built in 1906), the    

Cranbrook History Gallery, the model railway display, a restoration area, gift shop, and the 

Cranbrook Archives. The museum also has easily accessible washrooms as well as an        

elevator for those who have mobility restrictions.  

What We Offer 



ABOUT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF RAIL TRAVEL: 

While the importance of the railway in the history of Canada is common knowledge, the specific details of how 
people traveled across the country to new territory and then back again is largely forgotten. While early explorers 
spent months and years discovering the vast expanse of Western Canada, by the turn of the 20th century the    
country could be crossed in a matter of days. Though the essential resources this country was built on were         
indifferent to the harsh extremes of weather, travelers (rich and poor alike) needed ‘rolling accommodations’ to 
make that journey. Our collection captures and preserves this experience and allows you to understand how people 
made their way across the widest country in the world in an era without highways and cross-country flights.  Your 
students will be taken on one of our three tours: the Trans Canada Limited. 
 

ABOUT THE TOUR: 

This 30 minute tour takes the students through seven restored train cars from 1929. Along the way, students will 
use the information about the history of the train cars to fill in a question sheet. This will test the students on their 
listening skills as well as their ability to retrieve information from an oral presentation.  
The difficulty of the questions has been designed to appropriately match the comprehension levels of each grade.  
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Trans Canada Limited Tour 
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Scavenger Hunt: 

 Introduce your students to the Cranbrook Museum where they will learn 

about local history, natural history, paleontology, Ktunaxa history, and     

railway history. While completing the scavenger hunt, they will get a chance 

to explore all of our displays (we’ll want to know their favourite!) and will 

finish with a demonstration in our model railway display.  

 The class will be broken up into groups to promote co-operative              

participation. A parent volunteer, teacher, or teacher’s aid will be needed to 

lead each group. 

Activity #1 Activity #2 

Program Details: Kindergarten 
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Scavenger Hunt: 

 The Cranbrook Museum features various displays about local history, natural 

history, and Ktunaxa history. While exploring the museum, the students will 

complete a curriculum based scavenger hunt which includes names of local 

plants and animals, natural environment characteristics, human-built     

characteristics, living and non-living things, and knowledge of First Peoples.  

 The class will be broken up into groups to promote co-operative              

participation. A parent volunteer, teacher, or teacher’s aid will be needed to 

lead each group. 

Activity #1 Activity #2 

Program Details: Grade 1 
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Activity #1 Activity #2 

Scavenger Hunt: 

 Canada is made up of many diverse regions and communities. Join 

us at the Cranbrook History Centre to look at diversity from a local 

perspective. Our curriculum based scavenger hunt includes roles 

and responsibilities of regional governments, First Peoples use of 

their knowledge of life cycles, and conservation.  

 The students will be broken up into small groups and will work     

together to answer the questions. 

Program Details: Grade 2 



7 

Program Details: Grade 3 

Scavenger Hunt: 

 Indigenous knowledge is passed down through oral history, traditions, and 

collective memory. We are honoured to have several Ktunaxa displays in our 

museum. Bring your class and explore our exhibits! They will complete a  

curriculum based scavenger hunt which includes oral history, traditional  

stories, and artifacts as evidence about past First Nations cultures,              

biodiversity in the local environment, and major local landforms.  

 The scavenger hunt will be conducted in small groups and the students will 

work together to answer the questions. 
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Program Details: Grade 4 

Scavenger Hunt: 

 Interactions between First Peoples and Europeans lead to conflict and       

cooperation, which continues to shape Canada’s identity. Our displays show 

the students this fact from a local perspective. They will complete a          

curriculum based scavenger hunt which includes the impact of colonization 

on Fist Peoples societies, the history of the local community, and the history 

of local First Peoples communities.  

 The students will be broken up into small groups and will work together to 

answer the questions. 
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Program Details: Grade 5 

Scavenger Hunt: 

 Natural resources continue to shape the economy and identity of      

different regions of Canada. Your students will learn about this fact 

from a local perspective at our museum. Our curriculum based        

scavenger hunt includes the development and evolution of Canadian 

identity over time, local types of earth materials, and constructed      

machines.  

 The scavenger hunt will be conducted in small groups and the students 

will work together to answer the questions. 
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Program Details: Grade 6 

Scavenger Hunt: 

 Economic self-interest can be a significant cause of conflict among  

peoples and governments. From the gold rush to Colonel Baker to the 

arrival of Sam Steele—our displays show how economic self-interests 

shaped our local environment. Our curriculum based scavenger hunt  

includes the urbanization and migration of people, regional conflict, 

and inequality issues.  

 The students will be broken up into small groups and will work together 

to answer the questions. 
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Program Details: Grade 7 

Scavenger Hunt: 

 Geographic conditions shaped the emergence of civilizations. From 

the formation of the Rocky Mountain Trench to the Creation Story 

to today, your students will take a look at the history of our local 

First Nations group. Our curriculum based scavenger hunt focuses 

on origins, core  beliefs, narratives, practices, and influences of     

religions of the Ktunaxa people. 

 The scavenger hunt will be conducted in small groups and the stu-

dents will work together to answer the questions. 
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Program Details: Grades 8-12 

The Cranbrook History Centre is able to accommodate higher grades; 

however, as our programs are set up for grades K-7, our School Program 

Coordinator will need at least a week in advance to create a program  

appropriate for the grade level. 

 

The program can be set-up in the same manner as the programs for the 

lower grades: a one and a half hour visit that will consist of a tour of the 

train cars and a curriculum based scavenger hunt. Or our Coordinator 

will work with you to create a unique experience for your students. 
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We would be honoured to host 

you and your class at our museum. 

We look forward to hearing from 

you. Thank you. 


