
 

 

I address you, our valued 

members, I would like to 

thank you all for your con-

tinued dedication and sup-

port for the CAMAL Foun-

dation. I will be moving to 

Vancouver to spend time 

with family and to pursue 

other career options. I will 

always remember my time 

at the Cranbrook History 

Centre as being extremely 

rewarding. 

Very best regards, 

Char Murray 

2017 is shaping up to be 

another fantastic year for 

the Cranbrook History Cen-

tre! Once again projects 

are under way and others 

are in the development 

stages.  Through collabora-

tion, partnership, and ded-

ication we are seeing our 

vision for the organization 

take form.  

We have seen an addition 

to the CHC Team and wel-

comed Tammy Morgan 

back as temporary Execu-

tive Assistant. Tammy was 

in charge while I was away 

on medical leave and she 

showed initiative and lead-

ership. We are grateful for 

all of her hard work. Addi-

tionally, as high season 

starts once again I would 

like to welcome summer 

students/interpretive tour 

guides Jessica Whitesel, 

Dakota Smythe, and Kenny 

Jewsbury to the CHC team.  

As this will be the last time 

The Royal Alexandra Hall was hon-

ored to be chosen this year to host 

an exclusive meet and greet with 

Ron McLean and a number of exclu-

sive guests for the Rogers 

Hometown Hockey Exclusive Meet 

and Greet.  Mr. McLean and approxi-

mately 60 Guests attended the Mu-

seum and were able to get an inside 

look at the many things the Museum 

has to offer. 
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“Heritage 

Collection to get 

a Train Roof” 

Train Shed Project: Progress Report 

The new building will be one of the largest timber 
frame buildings in Canada when it is completed.  
The initial construction will provide a roof and 
timbers to accommodate solar panels in module 
3 and designed to add wall material to enclose 
the trains at a later date.   
We are proud to announce funding partnership 
with Columbia Basin Trust and a building partner-
ship with College of the Rockies to construct a 
grand entrance to compliment the grand timber 
frame construction.  It has taken many years of 
hard work to bring it all together with help from 
the Board of Directors and the community, our 
staff, our building partner and our funding part-
ner. 
We will be sharing the plans and drawings as they 
are finalized and we hope you share our excite-
ment in putting a roof over the rail cars.  Stay 
tuned for more updates as we move through the 
construction phase. 

For more than 30 years our rare collection of 
Heritage rail cars has withstood all of the 
weather and sun that Mother Nature gave.  It 
took its toll on the cars and over the years the 
museum has spent many hours and dollars on 
trying to protect the cars. 
The Cranbrook History Centre is proud to an-
nounce a new train roof will be built to pro-
tect all of the cars on tracks 1 and 2, and 3 of 
the cars on track 3.  The contract has been 
awarded to Tyee Log Homes to build a timber 
frame structure, with construction starting 
later this fall.  The size and scope of the struc-
ture and financial constraints requires that 
the new building be constructed in modules. 
Module 1 will be approximately 240 feet long 
and 65 feet wide and will cover 3 cars on 
tracks 1, 2 and 3.  Module 2 will be built when 
funds are obtained to do so and will be 360 
feet long and approximately 39 feet wide.  A 
fund raising initiative will be started shortly to 
fund module 2.   

C R E A T I N G  A  L E G A C Y  

New Train Roof—30 Years in the Making 

We are extremely excited to start work on the upper Freight Shed. In partnership with the 

province we have received a Canada 150 grant in the amount $50,000 to install a heating, 

ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) unit. This is the beginning of future development of 

the education centre and five gallery spaces. It will also allow us to qualify for temporary 

traveling exhibits.  

A big thank you to Mike Balfour for completing the grant application and to Jackson’s Heating 

& Air Conditioning for providing such a reasonable quote on the project. 

Char Murray, Executive Director 

“Full Steam Ahead!” 

Mike Balfour Project Manager Train Roof  

AGM 
 

Monday, June 12th 
7 p.m.  

Royal Alexandra Hall 
 

Please RSVP as light re-
freshments will be 

served after the meeting 
to  

office@trainsdeluxe.com 

Genealogy Workshops & Walking Tour 
CHC has had the pleasure of hosting a series of 12 Genealogy Workshops from 

March 4th to May 27th.  Each week participants were offered a different topic to 

learn and explore; from how to research your family tree, how to utilize a variety of 

researching tools, how to record what you learn for future generations, as well as 

how to preserve heirlooms.  Participants were further able to take part in walking 

tours of Baker’s Hill and a Cemetery Tour.  We will end  the workshops on May 27th 

with a presentation from Margaret Teneese who will be presenting on “Who Are the 

Ktunaxa People.”  The workshops have been a huge success and we would like to 

thank all our participants and facilitators for coming out. 



 

 

  

Archives Upgrade Project 
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lar evening sessions where Chris will 
lead them through the formation of 
fossils, finding, extracting, and prepar-
ing fossils for display.  The rocks Chris 
will provide will contain Middle Cambri-
an trilobites from a site that has not 
been fully explored and there is a dis-
tinct possibility that a new species may 
be found by the students.  The hope is 
that these students will learn the prop-
er scientific methods and spark a pro-
fessional interest that could lead to a 
career in palaeontology. 

The second program is an activity based 
session and will be run on Saturdays 
during July and August, aimed at 6 to 12 
year olds.  These children will have an 

The Cranbrook History Centre will run 
two educational fossil programs for 
children and teens. These programs 
will be hands on, and the participants 
will work with real fossils. The pro-
grams are designed to introduce chil-
dren to the immense fossil resources 
in the East Kootenays, their im-
portance, and scientific study.  

Under the direction of Chris Jenkins 
the first program is aimed at students 
in Grades 9 to 11, with 10 to 12 stu-
dents selected by their science teach-
ers, who have demonstrated a genu-
ine interest in paleontology.  The 
program consists of six extracurricu-

Last month we had the extreme pleasure to be 

chosen by the television program “BC Was 

Awesome”  to have their production crew 

come down to the Museum.  They featured the 

Archives as well as the story of “The Great 

Elephant Hunt”.  Our Executive Director, Char 

Murray, was able to showcase the Archives 

where she was able to show  them a piece of 

‘Myrtle's” skin, old photograph’s and a variety 

of other items related to Cranbrook Ed and 

the story surrounding the  story.  Jim Cameron 

also sat down with the host and producers of 

BC Was Awesome 

Upcoming Paleontology Programs 

Years in the Making 

opportunity to learn a little bit about fos-
sils in general, but will also have the 
chance to split rocks and find and keep a 
trilobite.  These rocks will again be pro-
vided through the generosity of Chris 
Jenkins and they will again be Middle 
Cambrian trilobites, but from a site that 
has a very common species of the fossil 
and soft, easy to split rock.  The program 
will be run by teacher volunteers, one 
being Mr. Stewart Wilson, who is a well-
known environmentalist and conserva-
tionist in Cranbrook.  Elementary school 
children in the Cranbrook area will be 
able to pre-register in the program at a 
cost of $5 per session. 

After many years, the archives are receiving 

a much needed upgrade. In partnership 

with the province we have received a grant 

through the Museum Assistance Program. 

New archival quality shelving has been pur-

chased from Foothills Systems of Calgary to 

provide a wall length shelving unit and an 

oversized document unit.  

The wall unit will house an addition to our 

extremely valuable newspaper col-

lection. Zena ****, publisher of the 

Cranbrook Daily Townsman newspa-

per has graciously offered to give us 

their collection of bound newspa-

pers. This will complete our existing 

collection and will expand the body 

of research material.  

The oversized unit will provide a safe 

place to store larger documents and 

photographs. This will also provide 

more space on existing shelves. 

A special thank you to archives vol-

unteers Dave Humphrey, Kathy 

Pretty, and Carl Harvey-Barnes. Their 

service and dedication to the ar-

chives has been both inspiring and 

invaluable. 

the show to take them through the story, moments, 

and memories of the historic elephant hunt and the 

history it created for the community of Cranbrook 

and surrounding area. 

Watch for the program to air in late summer or 

early fall!!!!   

 



 

 

 

Cranbrook History Centre 

P.O. Box 400 

Cranbrook, B.C. V1C 4H9 

250-489-3918  

office@trainsdeluxe.com  

www.cranbrookhistorycentre.com  

 

“We’re making history. Together.” 
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New Items in the Gift Shop!!!!!!!   

We have recently added some great 

new items to our gift shop …. Check 

out our Facebook page to see all the 

wonderful new items we have for 

sale or better yet come on down 

and check it out!!!!! 

Paleontology Gallery and Research Lab Project Update 

The new fossil gallery,which will exhibit the Plourde Collection, is well under way with the com-

pletion of the small research lab. Funding for the project has been provided in partnership with 

the City of Cranbrook, the Columbia Basin Trust and the CAMAL Foundation. 

The lab was developed to temporarily house the collection and to provide an area for research 

and observation. New shelving and temperature control provide a safe and constant environ-

ment for the very valuable collection. 

Cabinets are being custom made for the gallery by Roger Brown. The cabinets will be complete 

with interior lighting which will highlight many of the most exhibit worthy artifacts. Interpretive 

information will be designed to educate and inform visitors of the importance of the fossils, and 

to acknowledge the donor and his family.   

Char Murray, Executive Director 

This years Mother’s Day Tea 

was again a huge success.  

Thank you to all our volun-

teers, staff, and Auntie Barbs 

Bakery, Bistro, Banquets for 

all you did to make it such a 

wonderful, fun filled, and 

delicious event.  Without 

each one of you we could not 

have made it such a success.    

HAVE YOU ‘LIKED’ OUR FACE-

BOOK PAGE YET????  If not, 

jump on over and like it today 

to keep up to date on all that is hap-

ping on a day to day basis at the 

Museum.  


